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EXPLANATION OF CODE SYMBOLS USED WITH ANNOTATIONS 


R Recommended 

M_ Marginal book that is so slight in content or has so many weaknesses in style or format that it barely misses an 
NR rating. The book should be given careful consideration before purchase. 

NR_ Not recommended. 

Ad_ For collections that need additional material on the subject. 

SpC Subject matter or treatment will tend to limit the book to specialized collections. 

SpR A book that will have appeal for the unusual reader only. Recommended for the special few who will read it. 











Ne Tu himself superior to them—which he did. Al- 
cw Filles though the authors allow Rusty an occasional mo- 


fer Children and Young People ment in which he regrets his overbearing attitude, 


they give him reason for feeling superior by hav- 


| ing him show the adults and children of Truncado 
R_ Aldis, Dorothy (Keeley). All Together; A how to work together to earn the money for the 

Child's Treasury of Verse; illus. by clinic which is so badly needed in the community. 
v Helen D. Jameson, Marjorie Flack, and |e asc and situations are unrealistic, and 





the "secret" is too slight to justify the build-up 


-@ Margaret Freeman. Putnam, 1952. 192p. 
it is given. (Gr.4-6) 


$3. 
A collection of 144 of Dorothy Aldis' 
poems; 134 of them selected from Everything R_ Averill, Esther. How the Brothers Joined 
and Anything; Here, There and Everywhere; Hop, the Cat Club. Harper, 1953. 32p. $1.50 
Skip and Jump; and Before Things Happen. Ten After a small-sized struggle with her 
of the poems have not been previously published conscience, Jenny, the small black cat with the 
in book form. An attractive edition for home and bright red scarf, decides to introduce her two 
library use. (K-Gr.3) adopted brothers, Edward and Checkers, to the 
Cat Club. The two pass their membership test 

NR Andrews, Dorothy W. and Scott, Louis B. with flying colors—Checkers by displaying his 

The Secret Suitcase; illus. by Cyrus Le ability at retrieving a ball, and Edward by recit- 
cil Roy Baldridge. Friendship Press, 1953. ing a poem about his former life as a pirate. 

125p. $2 cloth; $1.25 paper. ) Good fun for "Cat Club" fans. (Gr.2-4) 

Ten-year-old Rusty Thorne was un- ; 

happy at having to leave his California home and “NR Bannon, Laura. The Wonderful Fashion 
move to the village of Truncado, New Mexico, - Doll. Houghton, 1953. 86p. $2.25. 
where his father had taken a job as mining engi- ~ The story of a young girl of modern 
neer. For a long time Rusty had trouble with times who finds a fashion doll that had belonged 
most of the children at the Truncado mission to her great-great-great-grandmother over one 
school because they thought that he considered hundred years before. The account of Debby's 
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search for the doll is told in the first person and /(’“M_ Brunhoff, Laurent de. Babar's Visit to Bird 
|| in an exceedingly stilted manner that fails to < Island; tr. from the French by Merle 
bring alive either the characters or the events. * Haas. Random House, 1952. 39p. $3.50 
(Gr.3-5) Babar, Celeste, Arthur, and the three 
little elephants are invited for a day of festiviti 4 
NR Beecher, E.M. Hopalong Cassidy and the at Bird Island. There they sightsee, watch an 
Bar 20 Cowboy; based on characters ostrich race, fish, and feast. An acceptable Babar 
Fast created by Clarence E. Mulford; pictures Slew although not as good as the earlier books of 
by Sahula-Dycke. Simon and Schuster, ean de Brunhoff. The plot is not very well con- 
1952. 28p. (A Little Golden Book). 85¢ nected, and on some of the pages the pictures and 
Goldencraft Cloth Binding. text are strangely arranged so that it is hard to “ 
Ricardo Romero, whose father works tell in what order the text reads or which picture 
on Hopalong Cassidy's ranch, proves that he has corresponds to which part of the text. The illus- 
the makings of a cowboy by taming a wild horse trations lack some of the gaiety and detail of the ’ 
and rescuing it as it is about to be sold at auc- earlier Babar books. Size: 141/2x101/2. 
tion. The book seems intended for television fol- (K-Gr.1) 
lowers of Hopalong Cassidy who will understand 
the ranch terms from having heard them used on / 
the T-V shows. When Hopalong Cassidy appears R_ Buff, Mary (Marsh) and Conrad. Magic 
at the end of the story to aid in the rescue he is Maize. Houghton, 1953. 76p. $3. (Val- 
not introduced or characterized at all. The story xX ues: Intercultural understanding; Prog- 
is written at about kindergarten level, but the ress, Acceptance of and adjustment to). 
amount of technical knowledge assumed, except A story of present day Guatemala and 
for the T-V fan, could not be expected of so of two young Indian boys who work together to 
young a child. (K-Gr.1) persuade their father to accept more modern 
ways of working and thinking. With the help of 
M_ Bothwell, Jean. The Wishing Apple Tree; two archeologists—one from Mexico and one 
illus. by Marshall Davis. Harcourt, from the United States—they convince their 
a“ 1953. 214p. $2.95. father of the value of using hybrid seed corn, 
x It took the unkindly critical remarks and finally even persuade him to allow Fabian, 
of Nora Cameron, a young summer visitor to the younger boy, to attend school. The full-color 
The Corners, to awaken twelve-year-old Laura and black-and-white illustrations add beauty to ®@ ( 
Dodge and her friends to an awareness of the the book and capture the spirit of both the people 
extremely ugly condition of their chapel, and and the country. (Gr.4-6) 
especially of the children's Sunday School room. 
Once aware of the unsightly room, the children 
undertook the task of remedying the situation. “Ad Copeland, Donalda McKillop. The True 
The adults were skeptical, and some were frank- Book of Little Eskimos; pictures by Mary 
ly hostile, at first, but eventually the children idl Behr. Childrens Press, 1953. 42p. $2. 
won their help and approval. An exceedingly un- (Values: Intercultural understanding). 
even piece of writing. The picture of life in rural Brief, rather uninspired account of an | 
-(Nebraska is excellent, but the over-dependence Eskimo family and its year round activities. The 
on coincidence for the solution to almost every information given is interesting, but in stating 
problem raised in the plot weakens the book con- that this "is the story of every little Eskimo boy > 
siderably. (Gr.6-8) and girl, wherever you go in the far, far North- 
land" the author creates some erroneous im- 
Ad Bronson, Wilfrid Swancourt. Freedom and pressions. For example, the family in the book 
Plenty: Ours To Save. Harcourt, 1953. live in the same spot the year round, merely 
x ¥ 124p. $2.95. (Values: Environmental moving from a tent into a snow igloo as the sea- 
Concepts). son changes from summer to winter, whereas 
A conservation book for young readers. many Eskimos move from place to place to take 
In forceful and at times almost table-pounding advantage of the food supplies in various loca- 
text and graphic illustrations, the author describes tions. Also, the winter home of this family is 
how natural resources in this country have been made entirely of snow blocks, yet many Eskimos 
dissipated in the past, what the results of that build their winter homes of a combination of 
dissipation are for the present, and what now earth, rocks, and snow. The book is intended 
needs to be done to repair and correct the dam- for use in the second grade; the reading difficul- 
age. The book will be useful for conservation ty range is from 2.9 to 3.7. Brewster's First 
|units, but because of the didactic tone will not Book of Eskimos (Watts, 1952) is only slightly ) | ( 
have great appeal for general library use. The ‘more difficult and is a more detailed account of 
a illustrations give added point to the the ways in which Eskimos live in the different 
ext and serve to lighten it somewhat. (Gr.4-6) sections of the North. (Gr.2-4) 








M_ Erdman, Loula Grace. My Sky Is Blue. 

- Longmans, 1953. 218p. $2.75. 

x After she had been jilted by a local 
boy, young Jinny Craig felt that she could not 

j @iace the people of the small Missouri town where 

she had been teaching school. She accepted a po- 

sition in Dendy, New Mexico without realizing 

that Dendy was not a town but merely the name 

of the country school serving the ranch families 

in that area. Once arrived at the school, she 

4 decided to make the best of the situation. Her 

year was complicated by dissension among the 

children, arising from their prejudice toward 

the one Spanish-American family in that section; 

a mystery involving her housekeeper-companion, 

Mrs. Minger, and Bert Godwin, a wealthy and un- 

scrupulous neighbor; and her own love affair 

with Dick Conover, attractive young rancher. 

There is not enough about Jinny's teaching experi- 

ence to give the book value as a career novel on 

teaching. It is a pleasant but very superficial 

> story. (Gr.8-10) 








SpC Eschmeyer, R. W. Mac Mallard; designed 

- and illus. by Francis W. Davis. Fisher- 
man Press, 1953. 50p. (True-To-Life 

Stories). 50¢ paper; $1 cloth. 

Semi-fictionalized conservation tract 

in which the life story of a mallard drake is re- 
counted. Useful for conservation units but too 

) e “written-down" and condescending in tone to 





have value for general library use. (Gr.4-6) 





NR Farley, Walter. The Black Stallion Revolts; 
illus. by Harold Eldridge. Random House, 
“ 1953. 305p. $2. 

All of the elements of a Class B movie 
have been employed in this sixth story of the 
famous Black and his owner, Alec Ramsay. Alec 
and the Black are on their way west when their 

| _ plane crash lands. Alec suffers from amnesia 
as a result of a blow on the head when he falls 
from the plane just before it lands. After the 
> crash, the Black runs away from the plane and 
disappears in the mountains of Wyoming. After 
a hectic summer during which Alec is accused 
of robbery and murder, the boy and his horse 
are reunited and Alec's memory is restored. 
| Melodramatic and unrealistic. (Gr.7-9) 





NR Felsen, Henry Gregor. Street Rod. Ran- 
dom House, 1953. 277p. $2.50. 
Sixteen-year-old Ricky Madison re- 
sented the over-protective attitude of his parents 
and their refusal to let him own a hot rod. He 
finally ignored their wishes, bought a used car 
with his own money, and with some help from the 
) @ other four members of his gang, converted it into 
a hot rod. After the adults in town tried to im- 
pose severe restrictions on the boys, Ricky and 
his friends proposed that the town give them the 
use of a section of highway as a drag strip, in 








» 


return for which the boys would organize a timing 
association and do all of their racing on the strip 
at the designated times and with all safety rules 
observed. The proposal was turned down and the 
boys became even wilder than before. Then 
Ricky began a one-man campaign to convince the 
adults that the boys were serious in their propo- 
sal and to persuade the boys to continue with 
their timing association activities. He took part 
in a hot rod car show in nearby Des Moines and 
won first prize with his entry. On the way home 
from the show he succumbed to the temptation to 
prove the superiority of his car over that of his 
chief rival in the gang. His car went off the road 
and he and his girl friend, Sharon, were killed. 
Mr. Felsen has written of a serious and timely 


, teen-age problem. Unfortunately he has failed, 


through weak writing, to be convincing in his pre- 
‘sentation of the characters or their problems. 
Ricky's parents are especially poorly handled. 
The book is an indictment of both adults and young 
people, but although it might shock any parent who 
chanced to read it into taking action on the prob- 
lem, it fails to offer any real help for the teen- 
agers who are most likely to read the book. 
(Gr.8-12) 


NR Fischer, Erling Gunnar. Hide-and-Seek 
— Voyage. Ariel, 1953. 48p. $2.50. 
Would-be fantasy of two children who 
choose the deck of a freighter as a place to hide 
during a game of hide-and-seek, fall asleep and 
are carried out to sea. They travel to Africa 
where they visit a native village and have a nar- 





humor, and objectionable caricatures of the 
(Gr.3-5) 


\ion escape from a lion. Stilted writing, forced 


African people. 


R_ Fischer, Hans. Pitschi; The Kitten Who Al- 
ways Wanted To Be Something Else. Har- 
7 court, 1953. 31p. $3. 

An old plot well-told. Pitschi is dis- 
contented with being a kitten and tries pretending 
to be a rooster, a goat, a duckling and a rabbit. 
After a soaking in the pond, where he was trying 
to swim with the ducks, he is accidentally shut 
up, cold and wet, in the rabbits' cage for the night. 
When he is rescued, his mistress and all the ani- 
mals on the farm give him much love and atten- 
tion and he decides he enjoys being a kitten after 
all. The illustrations capture the scraggly-long- 
legged, big-ear-ness of kittens beautifully. 

(K-Gr.2) 








R_ Francoise. Noel for Jeanne-Marie. Scrib- 
~- ner's, 1953. 32p. $2.25. 

Jeanne-Marie tells Patapon, her sheep, 
about Christmas and arranges for Patapon to get 
a present too. Another book in the charming, 
simple style of Francoise. The plot is more ob- 
vious in this book than in Jeanne-Marie Counts 








| Her Sheep and therefore will be better under- 








— oe 


and gay, colorful pictures will make a good intro- 
duction to French Christmas customs. 
(3-7 yrs.) 


| stood by very young children. The pleasing story 


M Fry, Rosalie K. Cinderella's Mouse and 
ve Other Fairy Tales. Dutton, 1953. 85p. 


4 $2. 

Fairy stories centering around small 
animals of the woods and towns. The stories 
vary greatly in quality; a few have captured the 
real charm of the traditional fairy tales and 

ee seem contrived and forced. (Gr.4-5) 








/NR Gekiere, Madeline. Who Gave Us... Pea- 
cocks? Planes? & Ferris Wheels? 
Pantheon, 1953. 65p. $3. 

An attempt to teach young children 
something of the interdependence of nations 
through a look at the various items used by the 
people in the United States and originating with 
other people of other lands or times. The idea 
is too subtle for the picture book age and the ex- 
tremely juvenile format will limit the book's 
appeal for older readers who could understand 
the text. The pages are too cluttered and con- 
fused to have much meaning for either age group. 

(Gr.4-6) 








a 





R_ Hawkes, Hester. Ning's Pony; illus. by Kurt 
Wiese. Coward-McCann, 1953. 30p. $2. 
+- (Values: Intercultural understanding). 
Ning and his father were given the pony, 
Bo-Lo, by Ning's uncle, but the uncle did not have 
a chance to tell Ning what Bo-Lo's one bad trick 
was. How Ning found out what the bad trick was 
and how he found a way to control it make an in- 
teresting story with a background satisfyingly 
rich in detail of Chinese farm life. An appealing 
| story that may also serve as a good introductory 
book on China. (K-Gr.3) 


NR Helm, Ruth H. Mr. Putterbee's Jungle; 
pictures by Madeline Gekiere. Oxford, 
1953. 48p. $2.25. 

Until a city clean-up campaign forced 
him to do so, Mr. Putterbee had not cut the grass 





— 


in the back half of his garden for seventeen years. 


When he did begin cleaning up the place he dis- 
covered that a tiger had been living there for the 
past five years. The problems of what to do with 
the tiger and how to get the jungle cleared out 
with the least effort were solved by his Uncle 
Horace who owned a lollypop factory and cared 
more for animals than for his nephew. Slight 
story and forced humor. (Gr.2-4) 


M Hitte, Kathryn. A Letter for Cathy; pictures 
_- _ by Corinne Dillon. Abingdon-Cokesbury, 
x 1953. 32p. $1.25. 
Cathy, who wants a letter of her own 
very much, finds out from the mailman that she 





can get a letter if she writes to someone she 
likes. She writes to her aunt and gets a letter 
in reply. The book is designed for beginning 
readers but Cathy is so obviously only four or 
five years old at the very most that the story 
will have little appeal for the six or seven year 
olds who could handle the text. It might be used 
as a read-aloud book for pre-school children. 
(K-Gr.1) 


‘NR Hogan, Inez. A Bear Is a Bear. Dutton, 
_— 1953. 45p. $2. 
A grizzly bear sets out to see all the 
different kinds of bears in the world. In company 
with a polar bear, a kodiak bear, and a family of 
black bears, he visits Europe, Asia, Australia, 
and South America. In addition to the real bears 
in these countries, he sees a panda, a koala bear, 
and a kinkajou. The book has little value as an 
informational book about bears and the story ap- 
peal is very slight. (Pre-school) 





NR Jackson, Kathryn. Here Comes the Parade; 
pictures by Richard Scarry. Simon and 
wre Schuster, 1951. 28p. (A Little Golden 
Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
Two children excitedly go to see a 
parade, which turns out to be a procession of 
Little Golden Book characters. Very young chil- 
dren may enjoy pointing to characters they rec- 
ognize but there is not enough plot to make the 
book interesting to most children. The illustra- 
tions are very wooden. (Pre-school) 





NR Jackson, Kathryn. Nurse Nancy; pictures by 
— Corinne Malvern. Simon and Schuster, 
1952. 28p. (A Little Golden Book). 85¢ 
Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 

A contrived story of Nancy, a small 
girl who liked to play nurse. The boys did not 
appreciate her until she fixed them up after they 
tangled with a bee's nest, but after that they all 
played hospital. The story would be acceptable 

| Band for the numerous references to Plastic 





Band-Aids, which turns it into a booklength ad- 


vertisement. (Pre-school) 


R Janson, H. W. and Dora Jane. The Story of 
‘+ Painting for Young People; From Cave 
Painting to Modern Times. Abrams, 
1952. 164p. $4.95. 

The history of painting from prehistoric 
times to the present told through exceedingly read- 
able text and 146 reproductions, 65 in full color. 

The authors make clear the points of style and 
meaning of the works discussed and relate each 
artist's work to what has gone before. The illus- 
trations vary in quality of reproduction but are, 
in general, acceptable. A useful volume for all 
libraries. (Gr.7-12) 
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y, 
Ad Lewellen, John Bryon. The True Book of 
ee Toys at Work; pictures by Karl Murr. 








x Childrens Press, 1953. 45p. $1. 
Brief explanations of some of the basic 
e principles on which familiar toys work. Includes 


wheels, levers, weights and balances, etc. The 
book is intended for use at the third grade level. 
The reading difficulty level ranges from 4.4 to 
4.7. Because of the very brief treatment that is 
given to each section, the book will be best under- 
t stood by those readers who already have some 
knowledge of the principles involved. Such young- 
sters will usually prefer the more detailed but 
only slightly more difficult treatment of the same 
subjects in Schneider's Everyday Machines and 
How They Work (Whittlesey House). (Gr.4-6) 


Ce 








M_ Lewellen, John Bryon. You and Space Neigh- 
bors; drawings by Winnie Fitch and Joe 
x “Phelan. Childrens Press, 1953. 60p. 
$1.50. 

A breezy, tongue-in-cheek discussion 
of the misconceptions about space travel that 
have resulted from some of the more lurid T-V 
shows, and a presentation of some of the real 
facts about the universe and the possibilities of 
space travel by man. The format suggests a book 
for very young children, but the tone and style of 
the writing are better suited for junior and senior 
high school readers. (Gr.7-10) 


@rx MacLellan, Esther and Schroll, Catherine. 
Suzy and the Dog School; pictures by 
“ Margaret Bradfield. Ariel, 1953. 46p. 
$1.75. 
Suzy, a cocker spaniel, was accepted 
by Miss McTodd as a pupil in the new dog school 
even though she was too young a puppy to be start- 
ing lessons in obedience. Suzy failed all of the 
courses until the last night when the school caught 
fire and she was the only dog smart enough to put 








7 ~~ , her lessons to good use in the emergency and thus 
, save the school. Humor is forced and obvious. 
(K-Gr.2) 


“ Ad McClung, Robert M. Tiger; The Story of a 
- Swallowtail Butterfly. Morrow,- 1953. 
+ 48p. $2. 

In simple text and clear, attractive il- 
lustrations the author-illustrator tells the story 
of a swallowtail butterfly from egg to full-grown 
butterfly. Considerable extraneous material is 

introduced in the first part of the book where 
several of the animals of the woods and meadows 
are described as they go about their daily activi- 
ties. Although the primer-size type makes the 

| book look easy, the text is written at a beginning 
fourth grade level. (Gr.3-5) 


) @ M Malvern, Gladys. Dear Wife; decorations 
— by Corinne Malvern. Longmans, 1953. 

+ 245p. $3. 
The story of a Connecticut farm boy 


who meets a penniless, homeless young actress 

in New York, marries her, takes her back to his 

home in Danbury, and then goes off to help Gen- 

eral Putnam fight the Revolutionary War. At 

first Betsy is tolerated by the family and snub- 

bed by the neighbors, but she eventually proves 

herself to be a modest lovable girl and is accepted 

by everyone. An intriguing but rather far-fetched 

plot, heavily dependent on coincidence. 

. (Gr.7-9) 

Y 

NR Martin, Charles M. Cowboy Charley, 4-H 
Champ; illus. by Taylor Oughton. Viking, 
1953. 220p. $2.50. 

A stilted, slow-moving story of ranch 
life and 4-H Club work, burdened with cliches 
and self-conscious "western" talk. Both the 
characters and the plot are of secondary impor- 
tance, serving merely as a very slight frame- 
work on which to hang a mass of details about 
4-H work and cattle raising. (Gr.6-8) 





M Means, Florence (Crannell). Alicia; illus. 

Pe “4 William Barss. Houghton, 1953. 266p. 

2.75. 
Alicia Baca is a Spanish-American 
girl living in Denver. She is extremely sensitive 
about her background and, although she will not 
admit it, is snobbish about her pure Castilian blood. 
A year in Mexico City as a student, climaxed by a 
summer in a Friends' Work Camp, teaches her 
much about herself and about other people. A very 
superficial story—all dates and no depth. 
(Gr.7-9) 





NR Merrill, Jean. Boxes; pictures by Ronni 
_— Solbert. Coward-McCann, 1953. 30p. 
$2.50. 
The Zorn brothers own a box factory 
of which they are inordinately proud until one 
day at a business men's convention they learn, 
to their dismay, that no one is interested in boxes 
as such. The brothers, becoming discouraged, 
stop work and allow orders to pile up until a cri- 
sis is reached when there are no longer any boxes 
in which to put things. The brothers are finally 
persuaded that theirs is an important business 
and they then return happily to work. Both the 
text and the illustrations are too adult and so- 
phisticated for the picture book age. As fantasy 
the story falls flat, and too many misconceptions 
are created for it to serve as a book to show 
young children the inter-dependence of businesses. 
(K-Gr.3) 





R Montgomery, Rutherford George. McGon- 
X  nigle's Lake; illus. by Garry MacKenzie. 
Dougleday, 1953. 219p. $2.50. 

Mike McGonnigle, an old prospector, 
returned to Piney Grove, where he had lived as 
a boy, intending to buy a piece of land and settle 
down with his friends—a king snake, a badger, 











“ih « 
4 
M_ Tresselt, Alvin R. A Day with Daddy; photo- 


a marmot, a family of beavers, and two burros. 
The "land" he bought turned out to be a lake and 
the owner of the surrounding land would not give 
Mike permission to camp on his property. With 
the help of his friends and two children who came 
out from town to visit him, Mike succeeded in 
transforming the lake into a livable farm without 
completely sacrificing the lake itself. The story 
is told with the same warmth of characterization 
and the love and knowledge of the country that 
were found in Kildee House, and this story will 
probably have even more appeal for young read- 
ers than did the earlier book since it moves more 
rapidly. (Gr.5-7) 


R Moore, Mavis Garey. Pony for a Prize; 
illus. by William Moyers. Macmillan, 
x 1951. 210p. $2.50. 

When nine-year-old Henry Terhune 
won a pony in the Pony Writing Tablet contest he 
thought himself the happiest boy in all of Terry 
—or even in all of that section of Georgia. His 
happiness did not last long, however. First he 
lost the pony to a gang of cattle thieves and then, 
after her rescue, almost gave her up voluntarily 
in order to help some friends save their home. 
Although Henry often acts with a maturity and 
wisdom that are not typical of a boy his age, he 
is a likable character. The author has succeeded 
in capturing the flavor of rural Georgia dialect 

| without exaggerating it, and has drawn a warmly 
‘sympathetic picture of the people and the country. 
(Gr.5-7) 


R Musgrave, Florence. Stars over the Tent; 
illus. by Robert Candy. Houghton, 1953. 
214p. $2.50. (Values: Father-daughter 
relations; Adaptability). 

After her mother's death Susan May- 
nard lived for nine of her twelve years in the 
Home. Her father travelled the Chautauqua and 
Lyceum circuits and Susan seldom saw him. 
When, on her twelfth birthday, Susan joined her 
father for a summer's Chautauqua tour, she faced 
many problems of adjustment to a new way of life 
and to an understanding of her shy father. The 
story of Susan's and her father's adjustments to 
one another is told with a warmth and depth that 
make the characters come vividly alive. The un- 
usual setting will add to the book's appeal. 

(Gr.6-8) 











R Myers, Grayce Silverton. The Fishing Cat; 
+ pictures by Paul Galdone. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, 1953. 24p. $1.25. 
The story of Skipper, the cat, and Old 

John, the fisherman, who fish together in Old 
John's boat. One day Old John hurts his arm so 
Skipper goes out on the wharf to fish by himself. 
How Old John finds out who has been catching 

fish on his wharf is well told. Skipper is individu- 
alized without being personified. The illustrations 
'add vigor and humor to the book. (Pre-school) 








graphs by Helen Heller. Lothrop, 1953. 


ee 40p. $1.50. 


A story told in the first person by a 
girl of about three of the things she does with he® ( 
Daddy from the time he comes home from work 
one day, all the next day, until he goes to work 
again the following day. They do things like mak- 
ing pancakes, going for a walk, reading stories, 
and mowing the lawn. Very young children (under 
four) will enjoy the story as a stimulus to telling ‘ 
about what they do with their Daddies, but the 
older picture-book age will demand more plot. 
The photographs are posed and prettified. 

(2-4yrs.) 


NR United Productions of America. Gerald 





McBoing Boing; based on United Produc- 
tions of America's Academy Award-win- 
ning motion picture; pictures adapted by 
Mel Crawford. Simon and Schuster, 1952. 
31p. (A Big Golden Book). $2 Goldencraft 
Cloth Binding. 
Based on the very popular animated 

cartoon of the same title, this is the story of a 
boy who talked in sound-effects instead of words. 
No one liked him and he was ready to run away 
when the manager of a radio station offered him 
a job making sound effects, and he became fam- 
ous. Without animation and sound, most of the 
point of the story is lost—it is hard to understand 
why no one wants Gerald around. The book is no @ ( 
more than a souvenir of the movie and by itself 

oes not make a good story. (Pre-school) 
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“R Villiers, Alan John. And Not To Yield; A 





Story of the Outward Bound School of Ad- 
x venture; illus. by Jean Main and David 

Cobb. Scribner's, 1953. 183p. $2.50. 

The Outward Bound Sea School, located 

at Aberdovey, Wales, was organized during the + 
early days of the second world war, for the pur- 
pose of training boys of about 16-18 years in the 
handling of small boats of various kinds. In this ' 
book the author has drawn on some of his own 
experiences as a teacher in the school for his 
story of one group of boys and their experiences 
on the school's ketch, Warspite. Some of the 
episodes are true; some are fictional. The in- 
formation about the school and about sailing is 
the important part of the book and, although it is 
presented in the framework of a story, the book's 
appeal will lie in the factual information and the 
vivid descriptions of the handling of a boat during 
a severe storm rather than in the story elements. 
/ (Gr.7-9) 


Ad Waite, Helen Elmira. How DoI Love Thee? 
- The Story of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. @ q 





4 Macrae, 1953. 223p. $2.50. 
In this biography of Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning, Miss Waite has told a pleasant and 





~ 2s 





entertaining love story without burdening her he trains the Arabian stallion, Raffy, and reaches 
readers by requiring of them a consideration of a basis of understanding with his father makes an 
the serious, often tragic, emotional factors that entertaining although not outstanding cowboy 
were involved in the relationships within both the story. (Gr.7-9) 
arrett and the Robert Browning families. The : 

book will make nice light reading for those who R_ Zolotow, Charlotte (Shapiro). Indian Indian; 
are content with surface emotions only, but will xX pictures by Leonard Weisgard. Simon 
not be particularly satisfying to the more mature and Schuster, 1952. 28p. (A Little Golden 
readers who would like to know the reasons be- Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
hind the characters’ actions. Many literary critics Indian Indian is the smallest member 

‘ would question Miss Waite's high praise of Eliza- of an Indian family. His fondest wish is to have 
beth Barrett's poetry. (Gr.8-10) a horse of his own and the story tells how he gets 


t one. The story is excellently told and the illus- 
NR Warner Bros. Cartoons, Inc. Bugs Bunny 


trations help carry out the mood created by the 
Gets a Job; told by Annie North Bedford; 


text. The story would have been better had the 


es 





pictures by Warner Bros. Cartoons, Inc. author given Indian Indian a more genuine sound- 
“adapted by Tony Strobl and Don Maclaugh- _ing name. (Pre-school) 
lin. Simon and Schuster, 1952. 28p. (A 
Little Golden Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth : : 
Binding. Initiuctional Materials, 
Bugs Bunny looks for work and is hired Sa ° 
as a drug store clerk, with permission to sample uppplementary Reading, 
anything, on the first day. He samples himself and Sources Matleviats 
sick and his boss sends him a helpful surprise— Se of 
a hot water bottle and a box of "Doctor Take's 
Pills for Tummy Aches." The story is sketchily Manual for Book Week; lists materials such as 
written, and very young children will have diffi- posters, bookmarks, phonograph records, etc. 
| ety understanding, from the way it is told, just which are available for Book Week from the 
what happens to Bugs or why this is funny. Children's Book Council. For copies of the 
(Pre-school) Manual write to Children's Book Council, 50 


West 53rd Street, New York 19, New York. 
| @.. Will and Nicolas. The Christmas Bunny. 














ke Harcourt, 1953. 48p. $2.50. Sullenger, T. Earl, Parke, Libbie H., Wallin, 

A small boy goes for a walk in the woods Willma K. ''The Leisure Time Activities of 
on Christmas Eve, and shares in the Christmas Elementary School Children" Journal of 
celebration of the animals who live there. The Educational Research 46:551-554 Mar. 1953. 
story is told with all the impatience of a small 
boy waiting for Christmas, for whom the day be- Audio Visual Materials; compiled by Arnold E. 
fore Christmas is "the longest day in the year." Luce, Audio Visual Supervisor, Minnesota 
The wonder and excitement of the animals' party, State Department of Education. 

«+ . deep in the woods, is well captured, and a firm The following list is reprinted from School 
hold is kept on the fantasy, so it never runs away Library Materials; compiled by Ruth Ersted, 
with the story, and children will feel that it all Supervisor of School Libraries, Minnesota State 

' really could have happened. The pictures, in Department of Education. September, 1953. 
bright bold colors and in black, white and grey 
complement the story at every point. FILMS: 


(Pre-school) 
Practicing Democracy in The Classroom: EBF. 








Ad Young, John Richard. Arabian Cow Horse; 2 reels, b& w, sd. Grades: C-A. 
illus. by Lorence F. Bjorklund. Wilcox This film will be especially valuable to 
il & Follett, 1953. 256p. $2.50. (Values: teacher training institutions, public school ad- 
Growing up; Courage; Father-son rela- ministrators, teachers and PTA groups. The 
tions). film points out the strategic position of the na- 
Don Revere wants to be a rodeo star tion's schools in maintaining and strengthening 
because he thinks that there he will find all of our democracy, raising the question of what vari- 
the excitement and color his father had known as ous citizens expect from our schools. It shows 
a cowboy in Texas during the days of the long- how a teacher, along with fellow members of the 
) horns. Don's father disapproves of the whole faculty, some parents and students, worked out 
idea, just as he disapproves of the Arabian horse a satisfactory approach to the problem of teach- 
which Don is training for the neighboring Stan- ing a course in American history by using meth- 
nards, newcomers to the ranch country. The ods that give students a chance to develop the 


story of Don's maturing through a summer when knowledge, skills, and attitudes of a desirable 
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citizen of a democracy. The students and teacher 
show how they evaluate the progress they have 
made. 


Understanding the Law: EBF. 1 reel, b& w, sd. 
Grades: J-S-C-A. 

This is the story of the guarantees given to 
all citizens of the United States by the Bill of 
Rights. The film describes the American judicial 
system by showing a criminal trial by jury ina 
civil court, a State Appellate Court in action, a 
federal court, and finally the role of the Supreme 
Court. 





The Baltimore Plan: EBF. 2 reels, b & w, sd. 
Grades: S-C-A. 

Invaluable for senior high school and col- 
lege classes in social science, discussion groups 
in churches, or library and civic groups con- 
cerned with neighborhood conservation, juvenile 
delinquency, and urban redevelopment. This is 
the story of a worker for the Baltimore Housing 
Bureau initiating a program to draft a new hous- 
ing ordinance with minimum standards for health 
and decency. 





Nature's Plan Part I of The Living Water Series. 
EBF. 1-1/2 reels, color, sd. Grades: J-S. 
Designed for junior and senior high classes 
in general science, agriculture, biology, social 
studies, geography and problems of democracy. 
The film describes in detail the water cycle, how 
storms affect our water supply, and the effect on 
our economic life. 


Man's Problem Part II of the Living Water Series. 
EBF. 2 reels, color, sd. Grades: J-S. 

This film tells the timely story of the seri- 
ous problems confronting American citizens in 
the care, protection, and use of their fresh water 
supply. It discusses the destruction of water it- 
self by cities, towns, and industries which dis- 
charge sewage and poison into our rivers. Another 
sequence reviews natural and artificial methods of 
cleaning foul water. The film emphasizes the need 
for a well informed citizenry to help preserve a 
vital natural resource. 


Adventure in Telzonia AT & T. Apply to local 
Bell Telephone System, 2 reels, color, sd. 
Loan. Grades: P-I. 

A sponsored film which does a splendid job 
in helping to give children information about how 
to use the telephone and an appreciation of good 
telephone manners. The film comes as one item 
in a package of materials that includes: a film- 
strip, pupil booklets, 2 telephones, telephone di- 
rectories, and a teacher's manual. 





FILMSTRIPS 


Adventures with Art Materials. SVE. Distribu- 





tor - National Camera Exchange, Mpls. Si 
with captions. Color. $5.00 each; $28.50 pe 
set. Grades: I-J. 


It's fun to combine art materials (47fr) 
There is art in cutting paper (35fr) 
There is magic in a wax crayon (34fr) 
Let's paint (47fr) 

We like clay (33fr) 

You can create with finger paint (37fr) 


Let There Be Bread. McGraw-Hill. 41 fr si 
with captions, b & w. $3. Grades: S. 





Let There Be Life. McGraw-Hill. 44 fr si with 
captions, b& w. $3. Grades: S. 





Night Into Day. McGraw-Hill. 42 fr si with cap- 
tions, b& w. $3. Grades: S. 


Sharing Skills. McGraw-Hill. 47 fr si with cap- 
tions, b& w. $3. Grades: S. 

These four filmstrips have been produced 
by the United Nations Department of Public Infor- 
mation. The first one deals with the work of the 
Food and Agricultural Organization in countries 
such as Ecuador, India, and Thailand, showing 
how the problem of hunger has been met by using 
improved agricultural methods; the second con- 
cerns the work of the World Health Organization 
and the Children's Emergency Fund; the third 
shows something of UNESCO's work; and the 
fourth illustrates projects of the Technical As- 
sistance Program. 





FILMSTRIP GUIDE 


The H. W. Wilson Company, publishers of this 
guide, have announced that it will be issued and 
priced on a new basis, beginning in the fall of 
1953, and that all subscribers will receive a noti- 
fication of the new price schedule as soon as it is 
ready. The information will also be included in 
this bulletin. 

The Filmstrip Guide lists all types of film- 
strips produced for use in the classroom, whether 
accompanied by a reading script, disc or tape re- 
cording, as well as sponsored filmstrips, which 
are available free (except for postage). 

The 1953 revised edition of the Filmstrip 
Guide will cumulate all guides published from 
1950 to date. Order numbers for L.C. catalog 
cards for filmstrips will also be included in this 
revised edition. 








